NOVEMBER 2020
300 Peel Street
Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4N9
(705) 445-1241

Principal: Don Shackell
Vice Principal: Dave Richter
Office Support: Tara Eskra

IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday, November 11— Remembrance Day
Thursday, November 12— Report Cards Go Home
Wednesday, November 18, 19 and 20th— Student Interviews
Friday, November 20—Elementary Professional Activity Day
STUDENT INTERVIEWS

Please watch for a school email this week to sign up for a google meeting or telephone interview with your child’s teacher. Interviews will be booked through SchoolInterviews.com. Interviews will be held on November 18, 19, and 20th.
CHARACTER ATTRIBUTE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
Courage - we do the right thing even when it’s difficult.
More information about character education can be found here: www.scdsb.on.ca/about/character_education
DAYS OF AWARENESS AND RECOGNITION TAKING PLACE IN NOVEMBER
Throughout the year, there are many awareness days that focus on different causes and recognition. The Simcoe
County District School Board has developed a list of these days as a guide for schools. Schools may participate in recognizing some or all of these days in various ways. This list is not exhaustive. Following are the days of awareness and
recognition that the SCDSB will recognize during the month of November:
November
November
Nov. 1-7
Nov. 2-6
Nov. 11
Nov. 13
Nov. 15-21
Nov. 20

Financial Literacy Month
Movember
Canadian Down Syndrome Week
Treaties Recognition Week
Remembrance Day
World Kindness Day
Bullying Awareness Week
Trans Day of Remembrance

November PA Day Please note that Friday, Nov. 20 is a PA day for all secondary and elementary SCDSB students, both
Learn@Home and in school. Please refer to the 2020-2021 School Year Calendar on the SCDSB website for more information:
www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/school_year_calendar.
THANK YOU FROM CONNAUGHT!
Connaught is very thankful to Loblaws for their snack donation and to the Town of Collingwood for delivering
the snacks to us. Thank you to Materne Cananda for the generous donation of GOGO Squeez Fruit Sauce to our
breakfast and snack program. A big thank you to the Kiwanis Club, Wasaga Beach Superstore and 97.7 Max FM
radio station for the donation of stuffed backpacks and the gift card for school supplies from Staples. A thank
you to Old and Wiser for the donation of masks for our students.

November 2020
COVID-19 SELF-ASSESSMENT
All students and staff will be expected to self-screen prior to attending school each day, using a self-assessment tool
provided by the SMDHU. Students or staff with symptoms must stay home from school. To access the COVID-19 selfassessment tool, please visit the SMDHU website.
mPower: supporting your child's math learning
Are you looking for a way to provide extra math practice for your child at home, in a fun and engaging format? TVO
mPower is a free digital tool that includes 65+ online games to support the mastery of tough-to-learn math concepts.
TVO mPower’s goals are:

1. To provide Ontario students with opportunities to practice important math skills and to

foster positive attitudes towards math by making learning fun and engaging
2. To show students that math is everywhere by connecting math games to the big ideas in
science and social studies
To support students to develop 21st century global competencies by integrating skills such as
metacognition, problem solving, creativity and citizenship
TVO mPower is:

1. Ontario curriculum-based: Aligns with the Ontario mathematics, science and technology and social studies curricula
while also supporting the development of global competencies
2. Learner-centred: Tracks student progress and responds to learners’ needs
3. Assessment-driven: Includes teacher dashboard and educator resources
4. Tested and trusted: Developed in partnership with Ontario educators and students
5. Free: Always free for Ontario students and educators - and now for Ontario families
6. Safe and advertising-free
Available for desktop and laptop computers and iPad tablets

Visit tvompower.com for more information.

GRADE 1 FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) offers French Immersion (FI) at select schools throughout Simcoe
County beginning in Grade 1. The goal of the FI program is to enable students to communicate in French with a high
level of proficiency, enabling them to function with ease in both French and English. Upon graduation from the program,
students will communicate in French with confidence in a wide variety of real-life situations.
Historically, in-person Grade 1 FI Family Information Nights are held annually in advance of the application process for
the following school year. This year, due to restrictions to large-group public gatherings, in-person Family Information
Nights will not be held. In lieu of this, an information page on the board’s public website has been created to allow families the ability to access and learn about the program and the application process.
The online Grade 1 FI application form will be available from 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2020 until 4 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 18, 2020. In Grade 1, enrollment in the FI Program is limited to a maximum of two classes of 20 students per class
at each host site for the FI program. The electronic applications will be processed in the order determined by a digitally
randomized lottery system.
Please note that the host sites for FI may change during your child’s time in the program, and your child may need to
move schools. This may also include splitting the program between two different sites.

SAFE ARRIVAL
If your child is going to be absent or late please call the school’s
SAFE ARRIVAL line (705)445-1241 Press 1.
Our Safe Arrival line is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

SCHOOL WEBSITE

con.scdsb.on.ca

TREATIES RECOGNITION WEEK TAKES PLACE NOV. 2 TO 6
Did you know we are ALL treaty people? Treaties Recognition Week is the first week of November every year - this year
it is Nov. 2 to 6. Treaties Recognition Week was introduced in 2016 to honour the importance of treaties and to help
Ontarians learn more about treaty rights and treaty relationships. Take some time this week to learn about the treaty in
your area. To learn more about the treaties and how we can honour them, visit www.ontario.ca/page/treaties.

INCLEMENT WEATHER AND BUS CANCELLATION INFORMATION REMINDER
All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is posted on the Simcoe County Student TransportationConsortium (SCSTC)’s bus information website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our school is in the west zone.
When buses are cancelled, schools remain open for student learning, unless otherwise noted. It is always a family decision whether or not it is safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe weather conditions.
The Consortium and bus operators try to make the decision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make every effort
to post announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather cancellations are effective for the whole day and buses cancelled in the morning will not run at the end of the day. You can follow the Consortium on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus
for bus cancellations and other information. You can also subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://
scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION POPPY CAMPAIGN
The SCDSB has a time-honoured relationship with our local Royal Canadian Legions through the annual poetry and poster competitions and the annual poppy campaign. For the 2020-2021 year, it is our
intention to once again support the poppy campaign. Due to the health and safety protocols in place, we
will not be collecting donations from students. Instead, schools are asked to work with their school councils to make a suitable donation through school generated funds. Families interested in making their
own donations can do so by visiting the Royal Canadian Legion’s poppy campaign at www.legion.ca/remembrance/thepoppy.
Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) Clinical Services changes due to the COVID-19 Pandemic
Vision screening
The SDMHU will not be offering the Vision Screening Program for JK/SK for the 2020-2021 school year. Eye exams are
free, with an OHIP card, for children 19 years old and under. Visit the
College of Optometrists of Ontario to find an optometrist near you.
Oral health
Oral health screening at school will be delayed this year. The SMDHU will be looking for an opportunity to offer this
screening later in the year if possible.
Screening and fluoride varnish application continues to be available in our offices by appointment for children 17 years
and under.
Immunization
The SMDHU will not be holding immunization clinics at your child’s school during the 2020-2021 school year. We are
planning to have school-based immunizations offered in the 2021-2022 school year for Grade 7 and 8 students.
For families of current Grade 8 students who have not completed their immunization series of Hepatitis B (HB), Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) and Menactra due to COVID-19, we are offering immunization clinics at our health unit offices
throughout Simcoe County and the District of Muskoka. Immunization clinics start Nov. 2, 2020 and are by appointment
only. No walk-ins will be immunized. Please call us at 1-877-721-7520 x8827 to book your child’s appointment.
For more information on SMDHU clinical services for children, please contact Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1877-721-7520, or visit www.simcoemuskokahealth.org.

Connaught’s Annual Spooky Door Decorating Contest
And the winner is

